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Flimflem and Fact

Taking budget, appropriation and
expenditure figures for the last four
years, a skillful partisan can get out
of them almost any vesult he wants.
The figures lend themselves to con-
fusing manipulation. And when one
Governor's record i3 compared with
another's there is the added compli- |
cation that the political year is not |
identical witth the flscal year. A
new state administration comes in
cn - January 1, buf the fiscal year does
not begin unti! the following July 1.
For example, the Legislature and
Governor in office in 1822 ara re-
gponsible for appropriations which
yun until June 30, 1523,

There is still another invitation to
shifty comparisons. Appropriations
for any year are usually in excess of
actual expendifures for that year,
The unwary can be taken advantage
of by comparisons which confuse
these two sets of totals in the inter-
est of one party or the other.

Certain fundamental facts stand
out, however. Let us take the ap-
propriations made by the legislatures
of 1919, 1920, 1921 and 1922, The
first two years Governor Smith pre-
sented the budget and had a veto
power over appropriations. In the
lagt two Governor Miller assumed
similar responsibilities, The totals
are: 1910, §95,840,083; 1920, §146,-
210,906; 1921, $145,798,002; 1922,
$189,253,449. The expenditures for
the last three fiseal years were:
1919-'20, $05,924,216; 1920-'21, $136,-
608,174; 192122, $126,669,172. The
expenditure for 1922-'23 can only be
cstimated. It will probably be
smaller than that for 1021-'22.

It is clear that state expenditure
was enormously inflated during Gov-
ernor Smith's term. Apjropriations
were increased more than $49,000,-
000—abtout 50 per cent. Expendi-
tures alss rose about 60 per cent,
Governur Miller came in end applied |
the brakes. Had he been as easy-
going as Mr. Smith the appropria-
tions of 1821 would have gone over
$200,000,000. He not only called &
halt on further inflation—a most
dgiflicult thing to do—but he aetually
started « deflation, as & comparison
of expenditure fotals shows.

That is Governor Miller's pgreat |
achievement, He turned back the
spenders. Ie is trying to put state
finance on A pre-war basis. In the
field of administrative economy Mr,
Smith is simply not in the Miller

battio

| for his fatlure to prepare in 1915
" fand 1016, It was the principle which

 his early training and experience

b2l or leap to any conclusion.

appealed to him most forcibly,
whether {ts applieation in a particu-
lar instance was to the army or to
the navy. He knew that right was
no less right for being backed by
might, and that a strong navy was
one of the best ways of making
America's stand for right respectad.

The Governor and the Schools

Governor Miller has proved his
keen interest in the schools of the
state. He has also shown thag
especial ‘knowledge of their needs
which might be expected in view of

as teachey and school commissioner,
In his speech before the Regents

the 1918 price level, would add enor-
mously to the burdens of all the na-
tions and individuals who ingurred
‘debts during the war years and the
subsequent period of inflation.

Any major readjustment of the
price level not only turns ordinary
commerce into excessive speculation
but alse puts disproportionate hard-
ship on specisl classes of the com-
niunity, An equilibrium of prices, in
which the normal ratios among dif-
ferent  kinda of commuodities are
maintained, is much to be desired.
The rebound of agricultural quota-
tions of the last year has placed the
{armer on a better footing. Incon-
sistencies in the existing price level
which make rubber and leather sell
below pre-war levels, whereas the

would bring the city to the verge of
banlruptey.

Final action on the budgst will be
taken October 31, In the mean time
the board will hold public hearings,
at which the harried taxpayers will
have their last opportunity to de-
fend their pocketbooks against the
Tammany raiders.

The Tribune trusts that such an
array of organized opposition will
be presented at these hearings as to
convince even Mr, Hylan and his as-
sociates that when liberality with
other people's money reaches the
point of unbridled extravagance it is
time to reconsider.

Poison Pie Insuramce
Delicatessen shopg and hotels are

he attacked the gravest educational
preblem of the hour, the part-time
evil that ia denying full schooling to
over 150,000 children in New York|
City and that occurs in less seutg]
form in other communities of the
state. As is Govermor Miller's
habit, he did not promise miracles
He ana- |
lyzed the situation, stated broadly |
the root of the evil as “toe much!
local pelitical influence in the |
schools” and promised a speedy so—!
lution. “I say that the neceds of the|
schools are first,” summed up the
principle by which light must be
sought.

That principle is at the other pole
from the view of Hylanism in this
city. There is money for henchmen,
money for relatives of the adminis-
tration, money for the Mayvor's enb-
inet, money for anything by which
a politician’s pocket may be stuffed,
and next to no money for new
schools. “The schools last” ‘has
been the Tammany theory, and Mr.
Hylan has made it his own.

The remedy may be difficult to
find, but the citizens of New York
can rely upon Governor Miller to
find it. To give the Board of Edn-
cation complete independence from
the Board of Estimate may help
toward a solution; though as long as
Mr. Hylan is Mayor it is hard toi see
much hope in this change. It must
always be remembered that the
Board of Education has never been
and is not to-day a city body. 1t is,
like every other Board of Education
in New York, answerable dirsctly
to the state. Our educatlonal sys-
tem recognizes the need of local
centrol in education, but it largely
divorces that econtrol from other
local governmental processes, A
niore complete divorce than now
exists might well mean mors and
better schools for New York City. It
is good to know that Governor
Miller is fully awake to the grave
problem that is worrying the eciti-
zens of New York City and that
they can rely upon him to seek for a
just and awift remedy,

i

|

The Halt in Deflation
Professor Charles J, Bullock, ehair- |
man of the Harvard Committee on |
Evonomic Research, predicts that
commodity prices will not deeline to |
the pre-war level in the next ten
years. If we assume that the fore- |
cast is accurate, would the condition |
be favorable or unfavorable to the
community ?

Stable prices are more to be de-
sired than either rising prices or
falling ones, as such. Widely fluctu-
dating prices constitute a factor
of tremendous uncertainty, which
checks the initiative of business men
and eventually works substantial so-
cial injustices. If every individual’s
income, in the form of wages or in-
terest on investments, rose in exact

class. That is history as written in
the Albany records. No amount of
sophistication can cover ovar the
fact that Mr. Smith's second year
marked the peak of high cost of gov-
ernment and that under Governor
Miller the influences which were be-
hind cumulative extravagunce wore
routed and oxeess costs have been
hexoically clipped away,
TR e e

Navy Day a.nci l‘it_:l;seve!t

relation to prices, an upward spurt
in market values would ba largely
without social significance. But
when prices rige sharply school
teachers’ salaries, subway fares, In-
come on the endowment of universi-
ties and churches remain as they
were, and thus the purchasing
power of such individuals and insti-
tutions is ruthlessly lowered,
Inflation, which is accompanied by

The selection of Qctober 2

47, Pres-
fdent Roosevelt?

s birthday, as Navy

Day is altogether appropriate. His|
Interest in the navy dated buck to his !

college daye, when he wag preparing
the material for his “History of the
Naval War of 1812, As Agsistant
Secretary of the Navy and later as
President he was one of the most
ardent supporters of a strong and
efficient npvy. He tnew that Amer-
fea in otder to take her place in the
world must have n powerful fleet.

One of the principal porvoses of |

Navy Day is to keer alive the popu-
lar interest in noval affairs, As a

natural reaction to the Washington |

conference people have been inclined
to put the navy out of their minds.
Delighted with the curtpiiment of
‘the naval race, they bave cives little

thought to the obligations &nd re- |

eponsibilities which have arisen as a
result of the 5—5-—8 ratio.
places a limit on incrense. hut it does
not limit decrease, and the country
is therefore faced with the danger of
falling so far below the allotted ratio
that it will lose the principal advans
tages of the naval limitations treaty,

There is little doubt that if Presi-
dent Roosevelt were alive he would
enter keartily into the spirit of Navy
Day. No one realized mere clearly
the dangers of allewing the navy to
declire. His eriticism of Jefferson
and Madisen for pormitting the na-
tional defenses to be unduly weak-
ened before the War of 1812 was
much like his attacks upon Wilson

This |

A general upturn in commodity quo-
rtutions, in effect cuts down the true
i value of life insurance policies, sav-
ings bank accounts and bonds and
mortgages. The preat non-specula-
'tive classes—the professional folk,
! the guardians of public service insti-
| tutions and the small savers who
patronize savings banks and building
and loan associations—are chiefly
inﬂ‘ected by the diminished capaeity
of money to command goods at the
| market place, Conversely, suoch
| EToups were helped by the marked
foll in prices between the spring of
1920 and the summer of 1921,

But falling prices are far from an
unmixed blessing. The pPhenomenon
of receding quotations tends to para-
'y=e business, since buyers are in-
clined to wait for still further de-
clines. Falling prices thus not only
tend to wipe out profits for eapital-
ists but also have a tendency to
throw tremendous masses of work-
|irgmen out of employment and to
| reduce the wages of those who re-
main on the job. A decline in the
commodity price level also plays a
caprieious rdle in making the load
of the debtors of the community
more onerous. To recite the classic
example: If a farmer borrows $1,000
when wheat is quoted at $2 a bushel
he receives the equivalent of 500
bushels. If, however, at the time
the loan matures the price of wheat
hes slumped to $1 a bushel he must
pay back to the ereditor the equiva-
lent of 1,000 bushels of wheat. Dras-

]

wide recognition. As a clergyman—

average of commodity prices is 50
por cent amhove, are an influence
{ militating against the freest flow of
| goods through commercial channels.
Though ecommedity prices in the |
United States, on the average, are, |
ag a result of the recovery gince mid-
stummer of 1021, perhaps 50 per cent
above the 19138 level, they are far |
Lelow the peak of 1820, when they _5
were nearly two and one-half times
the pre-war figure. |

Professor Bullock does not expect |
a recurrence of the experience of the
nineteenth century, in which after |
wars and periods of inflation prices |
weuld drop back to their former |
levels. America, transformed by the |
war from a debtor to a ereditor na-
tion, is now in the etatus of the
worid's economic leader, being the
greatest reservoir of available raw |
materials. The present continuous |
influx of gold from abroad, Mr. Bul- i

lock rightly points out, is a factor |specifications of the Board of zioa.i., ©clogant

making for high prices. Prices rize !
and fall in response to a great com- i
plex of world-wide economic forces. |
Yet an atter feeling of fatalism in |
the matter need not exist. The
human will can exert a measurable
influence on the ebb and flow of
prices, and the volition of the Amer- '
iean nation, as expressed through |
the partial contro! which is vested in
the Federal Reserve Board at Wash-
ington, can be made more articulate
than that of any other nation.

Lyman Abbott
The Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott’s ac-
tivities were spread over several
fields, and in all of them he won a

one, too, who had relinquished the |
practice of that profession—he Vfﬂ.ﬂ;
called upon to suceeed Henry Ward |
Beecher in Plymouth Church. To
replace that tempestuous, tempera-
mental and histrionic divine was a
test for any wearer of the cloth. Dr.
Abbott met it successfully. He filled ;
the pastorate most acceptably for |
twelve years and then once more vol-
untarily retired from the ministry,

| who feed the publie,
law sets an excellent standard, but

liness and decency in public kitchens

sandwich and insurance to cover two

now taking out “poison pie insur-
| anee” to protect themselyes against
| the vengeance of patrons made ill
by eating impure food—*"pie" being
used in this sense to cover every-
thing from oysters to nesselrode.
We have heard too much about per-
sons who lunched disastrously on
“hot dogs” or goulash; about banquet
parties broken up by the ambulance,
about children taken with econvul-
sfong in school after eating lollypops
mixed with powdered glass or candy
confaining ping. Hence the estab-
lishment of pure food insurance will
be welcomed as a fresh guaranty of |
good intentions on the part of the|
ever-incrensing number of those
The pure food

it is difficult to enforce., Moreover,

b
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Copt., New York Tribune Ino., 1943

The Great Gland Mystery
1.
Erasmus Falrwenther, one of the rich-
est men in the world, sat up in bed at
8 e'clock of a bright October morning

with a smile of satisfaction on his face
and rang for his valet,

Fairwenther was seventy-three years
old, and this was the firat time he had
smiled sineo he was aixty-five,

The valet entered,

“Higgins,” sald the modorn Croesus,
“ring for the butler.”

Higgins, the valet, did as he waa bid.
In nnother moment Juckson, the butler,
atood At attention in the milllonaire’'s
room,
o“.?nukso'n." sald old Tafrweather, "I
wish to have my private secretary, Mr.
Winterwithe, sent here as soon as
ponsible.”

The butler, a well trained servant |
wha had been in the Fairwenther family
over sines Ernsmus had started it ns a
Family, nearly fifteen yonra befors,
made no difficulties about the matter
whatever, and it was not long befora
Felix Winterwithe, old TFairwoeather's

seervetary, etood before him, howing
deferentially,
“Mr. Winterwithe,” anid old Pair-

weather, coming to the point at onee,
“do vou know why I have sent for
voul

“I ennnot say that I know, Mr. Falr-
weather,” snid My, Winterwithe, “but I
guega I could puess why.”

These two men were alwaya pains-
takingly polite to each other,

Old Fairweather was polite to Winter-
withe because hae knew that Winterwithe
eame of a better family than he. He
wished to show Felix Winterwitha that
n mere multi-millionaire, although an
upstart gocially, could have ag good
muanners as any Winterwithe, when he
wanted fo,

Felix Winterwithe was polite to old
Brasmuns Fairweather beeause he worked
for him and was afraid he would loge
hia job unless he was polite,

though a kitchen he equipped with|
100 per eent pure food pradunt- ~=11
though it measurs up to all the

still accidents will occur that may|

render the dinner fatal. There's
many a slip 'twixt the icebox and
the lip.

The best way of enforcing clean-
is to make neglect costly for the|
management, This the outraped
public has been able to accomplish

through suits for dampee:  an¢
these have become 80 commeon
and so uniformly successful thi. Lo

proprietors now take out insurance
policies,

This, unfortunately, is scant com-
fort for the sufferer. How mniuch
more direct it would be for those
who eat in doubtful places to take
out the insurance themselves! “Ham
and—" would then mean a ham

days of ptomaine. Menu cards
would read “Ogyster supper—wwith
near beer—8$2.50; with insurance,
$2.75." And when the millenrinm
arrived we should have boarding
houses issuing weekly or season poli-
cies, guaranteeing to protect the
family not only against the inroads
of ptomaine and typheid, but ugainat‘l|

As a journalist and author he
found, perhaps, his truer bent. He
lecame associated with Beecher in

the conduct of “The Christian
Union"” and in 1881 succeeded
him as its editor. Those were

the heydays of religious or semi-
religious journalism, when many
weeklios of denominational attach-
ments flourished and built up nation- [
wide cirenlations, Most of them had |
secular and literary departments
and were of consequence in molding
opinion.

Dr. Abbott was a leader in this
branch of journalism and magazine
werk. Asg the religious constituency
shrank the type of these publications
changed. They became almogt com-
pletely secularized, An example of
this was the conversion of “Ths
Christian Union” into “The Out-
look,” with which renamed weekly
Dr. Abbott’s later journalistic carcer
was 8o closely fdentified and on
which ex-President Roosevelt served
a5 a contributing editor.

The greatest part of Dr. Abbott's
long life was spent in this ~ommun-
nity. He enjoved universal esteem.
He was a friend of all high canses
and a generous worker for others,
He will be remembered by the gon-
cration of to-day as a worthy and
honored citizen, a veteran contribu-
tor to progress who had long at-
tained the dignity of patriarchal

Even without the pay advance for
thirteen commissioners which the
Board of Estimate was afraid to in-
corporate, the city budget for 1923
amounts to $361,768,981—a tota]l of
more than a third of a billion dollars
and an increase of $11,000,000 over
the budget of last year.

The only comment the Mayor has
to make on this proposed extrava-
gant outlay of the citizens' tax
money is that it ought to be higher.
He defends his effort to increage the
pay of his commissioners, which
iwould have jumped the estimate.
The figures as agreed upon by the
Board of Estimate make no allow-
ance for inecrease of the pay of fire-
{men or policemen or of the teachers
and other ecivil service employees
who sought small advances when
they appeared before the board.

y The Tnneyhtha,t_ is asked for will
e put inte the hands of Tamman
commissioners to spend, and Tamf
ManNy commissioners were naver
known to leave any surplus when
they concluded their year's wasting,
The budget figures are the highest
ever known. They will add heavily
to the tax burden the people must
pay, at a time when the People can
least afford to pay more taxes. A
continuation of such & policy for the

beauty
JEATR, et e Just how to find the path that
LA leads
Squanderlust To large and patriotie duty.

dyspensia, cold eoffee and prune pie. |

More Truth Than Poetry
By James J. Montague

The Platform

Our party platform is all right—
As sate and sound as old
Gibraltar— |
As clenr as 1s the noonday light; |
Its ringing phrases never falter.
It makes the issuwes straight and
plain;
It has the simple truth to back
it!
The other crowd cen talk in vain
They know they do not dare
attack it,

The men who framed it knew
their job,
They built a masterly crea-
+ tion!
They made the English language
throb
When they put out that decla.
ration,
Their hearts were most profound-
iy stirred;
They wrote with gkill
strength and power,
And every singls burning word

and

Will make the other party
cower,
Each plank contains a mighty
thought.
It thrills the soul with joy to
hear it,
And every paragraph is fraught
With high, inspiring, noble

spirit.
It deals with all our direst needs,
It tells in words of grace and

What age its contents, do you

gay?
How does it make tha issues
clearer
To voters as Election Day
And time to make their choice
Erows nearer?
For what reform does it econtend
That the electorate should heed

i
You’d better glance it
my friend—

1 lqitr'en’t had the time to read
it!

through,

Like Daylight Saving
The country seemed so pleaged
with the coal gtrike that the mlners

are going to make it & regular an.
nual institution,

Men of Nerve
King Canute meraly tried to turn
back the Atlantic. Mr. Daugherty {s |
trying to dry 1t up.

Need of a Quarantine
The disesse from which the Sick
Man of Europe is suffering seems to
be highly infectious,
(Copyright by Juiies J Montrgue)

Where Extremes Meet
{From The Cleveland Plain Dealer)
“In the baek of the French mind,”
#ays Cox, “and in the baek of the Ger.
man I am convinged the ideas or
Teparation are mot far different” Yes

&Wmhmmamb

remainder of Mr. Hylan's term

—hoth believe that Germany len't
going to pay up.

, Feirweather, “to bring the ¢

ifrom King Solomon.

ar
| 4L
|

| bracer!” |
Aud when he sald thia evarybody in
the degert would laugh . and

| that this Sheik could have been nrrested |

But underneath these masks of super-
ficinl politeness neither man liked nor
respected the other,

Whenever old Fairwenther would plve
sn order to Felix Winterwithe that
younp aristoerat would say to
himself Y0 hell” under his breath,

And old Fairweather more than once,

| when he conversed with Winterwithe. |
remaried in a low tone “Damned oigay!" |

and then pratended he had said some-
thing else,

“Oh, you guess you conld guess w'hy.
do you, Mr, Winterwithe?" said old
Erasmus, “Well, then, why don't you
guess why "

Felix Winterwithe twisted the elepant
ends of his fine slender mustache in a

manner which he knew wasg 1:!.I:d:.'c:nim:;-
and said |

fo old Erasmus Pairweather,
nothing. i

“I have sent for you,” said Erasmus
Ll *
I wish ‘o know how the Gland spe
the night.!

“You wish to plont over the Gland,” |
murmured Felix Winterwithe under hia |
breath, but heing careful to say it in |
such a vory low tone that while Erasmus |
Fairweather could hear the insult he
could not be sure enough that he had
heard it so ns to fire Felix Winterwithe.

“Dring in the Gland!"” ronved the agad
millionaire, nt the end of his patience,

While Felix Winterwithe has gone to
set In motion the mechanism which will
bring the Gland to Erasmus Fair-
weatner a word to you, dear reader,
about the Gland.

It was no ordinary Gland.

irree,

It had a regal ?E
nlly belonged to the

i |
nt

It had oripgin
Sheik Al-Ullah-Bul-bul, one of the most
powerful Sheika of the Arabian Desert.

Sheik Al-Ullah-Bul-bul waa descanded |
from the Queen of Shebn, on his
mother's side.

On his fother's side It was thought
more than likely that he was descended

Ha was botween six and eight feot
tall and known in the Arabian Desert as
the Father of his Country.

Sheik Al-Ullah-Bul-bul was net only
a warrlor and a prince, but a poet as
well. :

He was the author of ths poem be-
ginning  “Fvery little onsis has a mean-
titg oll its own

Al-TMiah-Bul-bul hnd embraced the
dhometan religion st an early n%'r!.

s the

I
religion for a natural born em-

io ueed to say frequently: “It

ey

laugh and Jaugh, and even the oases|
clapped their palms,

His subjecta loved him.

Ha felt for them a naternal affection.

|

| mittee’s gloomy symposium,

Reader, what the autkor is trying to
get across to you delicately, so as mnot|
to shack your Oceldental prejudices, is|
over and over agaln for Bigamy if he|
had lived in Amaorica. |

Ho knew little about the Aman‘tnnﬁ
convention known as Divorce, whtchl
sanctifies Polygamy in this country, |

To his simple mind Polygamy needed |
no other sanction than the Koran.

He nsed to say “Polygamy is ita own
reward.”

o lived up to his religion,

Thore wera a thousand onses In tha
domains of the Sheik Al-Uilah-RBul-bul,

And on every oasis a thousand wives,

Al-Ullah-Bul-bul traveled extensivaely,

He had a great denl of family pride.

He uzed to say “The sun mever seta
on. my Family!”

fheik Al-Ullah-Bul-bul was a busy
man, But he was happy.

But financial reverses set in,

The “movies” came to the Arabian
Desort.

His wives saw pictures of Americin
women in fur coats, There {3 ve little
use for fur coats in the Arnhian esert,
He explained this to his wives,

But what are explanations when a
woman wants a fur coat?

To make 8 long story short, as the
saying is in lterary circles, ha was
compellad to buy them fur cvoats,

He was well-nigh ruined,

It was then that an agent of Erasmns
Fairweather, the American multi-mil.
lionaire, called upon the Bhelk Al-Ullah-
Bul-bul and bought the Gland,

It was brought across the seas in the
custody of g company of private de-
tectives,

It was contained in the Inner box of
B series of steel boxes, and aix detec-
(tilvas slept besida it In relays night and

¥

ay.

It hod nrrived In the mansfon of
Erasmus Fairweather the day befors
aur story Opers.

Half a dozen celebrated surgeons, the
most expensive surgaons that mone
could buy, were dtée on t};a day on whie.{
our story opens to graft the Gland of
the Shej M-Ullah-BuI-huithto the gys-
tem of Erasmus Fairweather.

The minister of his church was alao
to be present. He had insisted that
Erasmuas Falrwenther be opened with
priyer. He was a little leery about the
spiritual effect of putting a Moslem
Gland into one of the deacons of his
church, anyhow,

The Gland had led the Sheik to Para-
dise—but to an earthly, Moslem para-
dise. Might {t not lead a member of
kis church to hell? But a preacher has
‘o Tun g lot of chances as regards some
of these old chalk-faced American mil-
lionaires, who contrihute so largely to
Eodly causes, and this one thought he
adn’t better make too mueh of a8 yowl
about the Sheik’s Gland. Ha would pray
over it, and let it ]‘fo at that,

9 F‘aiith!fzutrw{t et nnéi Jhe 6ix detec-
ves who slept n and day before th
Gland bruugﬁt it ﬁm the rgom. el

They began to open the boxes ., . .
the outer steal box. The silver box
within that, The golden box below that,
The platinum box below that. Then the
radium-lined box designed to keep the
Gland warm. Then the final hox enrved
from a single ruby.

Do we need to tell experienced readers
that when the lagt box was opened the

nd was gonef

(To Be Continued.)

Copyright, 1928, New ¥ork Tribuns Ino.

WHY THEY CALL OURS A “SELF GOVERNMENT"

SIS ARCHTBALD,(
WHATS THI1S
NEW ELECTION
ABOUT THIS
TIME?

1 DoN'r KNOW
HAUNT PAID
MUCH ATTENTION:
To I T~-WHY?
WHAT ABOUT 1717
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Oddments and Remainders

By Percy Hammond

UST when Mr. Cabell’'s “Jurgen”

seemed doomed forever to the fet-
ters and the dayless shade of the Cen-
gor's deep, damp vaults slong comes
Judge Nott and lets it out, In ean-
coling this notorious captivity the
court discovered that “Jurgen’s” mis-
chievousness i{s ‘“veiled and subtls,”
end therefore free from the evils pe-
companying the gsuggestive note in
more realistin works. Naughty, but
nice—in other words, “Jurgen” is now
happily again ac large, and wa all may
read it,

We all may read ft, including those
angry litersry friends of Mz Cabell
who A year or two nago protested
against its suppression while confess-
ing to be unfamiliar with its character.
You may recall that Emergency Com-
In an in-
dignant brochure it came to the con-
clusion that nothing could be done for
the hapless “Jurgen,” but that steps
must be taken so that literature of the
kind would hereafter have rights sim-
ilar to those of the Bible, Shakespeare
or Jane Austen, whose works, as Goorge
Moore has said, contsin some coarse
passages. We may be permitted, per-
haps, to paraphrase an account of this
interasting reprimang and itnpugnment

ycompiled by us in another locality.

At the esall of the Emergency Com-
mittes Mr, Cabell’s aroused brethren
came valiantly to his support. Wil
Lham Lyon Phelps, of Yale, wrote that
he had not read the book, but that in
general he disapproved of literary cen-
sorship. “I have not read the hool,”
replied Christépher Morley, “but if you
care to include my name among the
protestants on genearal grounds, pray
do 80.” Miss Harriet Ford said that
she had not read the book, but that sha
was glad to sign the protest, The
author of “Abhraham Lineoln,” Mu.
Drinkwater, expressed sympathy with
the manifesto without referance to tha
book 1in question, which he had not
read. From London 8t. John Ervine
wrote that he could not find anything
in “Jurgen” to disturb the morals of a
Striet and Particular Baptist, and he
reforred to the Vice Soclety as “mind-
murderers.” Edward Sheldon, who had
also read the hook, deseribed it as both
wise and beautiful, and he resented its
being ptlloried.
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George Moore had not read the book,
but he gladly signed the petition, and
Gelett Burgess, though unacquaintad
with “Jurgen,” subsecribed to the pro-
teat with all his heart. “Not having
read ‘Turgen,"” responded Arthur Gui-
terman, “I am obliged to limit myself
to the general protest against the 80-
ciety whose methods I believe to be in-
imical to the public weal” Theodere

J

Dreiser offered $100 toward s fund te
debar “thess cattls from indieting the
churacter and morals of their betters,”

Owen Wister indicated a tepld ap-
proval of the opinions embodied in the
movement, in which he could not take
part, except generally, because he had
not read the book Neither had Mary
E, Wilkins Fr who pected
that it would not be fair for her to be
angry under the clrcumstances. Mrs.
Kate Douglas Wiggin replied: “I have
not read the book, and I muet do so be-
fore signing,” end Mary Austin, waile
acknowledging that mueh stupidity is
enacted in the name of morslity, could
not commit herself, not having read
the book. In the opinien of Ellia P.
Oberholtzer, & motion picture censor,
Mr. Cebell’s narrative in “Jurgen” is
o0 far above the understanding of any
but the highly sophisticated that no
concelvable injury could result from
its publie eirenlation. “Mr. Cabell’s
symbolism is at times phallie,” Mr.
Oberholtzer admitted. He had read the
book.
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“I hate the name of the Vice Soci-
ety,” said Charles Rann Kennedy, “and
belleve it to be one more of the diabol-
ically instigated movements now afoot
to cripple free speech and to torture
Art into the gafe, smug, confortable
bourgeois pattern of our lords and
mastars, the propertied and financial
classes,” But as Mr, Eennedy had not
read “Jurgen” he was unable to sign
on the dotted line. From the Univer-
sity of Chicago Dean James Waber
Linn responded tha: he had not read
“Jurgen” and probably would not, as
Cabell bored him to tears. Professor
Linn eaid that he preferred to center
hig energies on the protection of peo-
ple who deserve it rather than on eru-
sades for “prosperous and affected
pseudo-litterateurs like Mr, Cabell,”
However, he signed the protest,
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A prominent Amerfcan artist told the
committes that he had not read “Jur-
gen,” but that “it {s probably emutty—
most American things are.” Julia C.
Lathrop, belleving with Me. Guiterman
that the soclety's methods are not good
for the publie weal, aligned herself
with the revolt on behalf of “Jurgen,”
explaining as she did so that she bad
not read it. Papl B, More declined to
participate on the ground of his be
lief that the harm done by the Vice So-
ciety is slight compared to that gons
by self-styled artists, Lawrence Gil-
man eald: “To hell with them [the
book poliee] on all counta]® though hes
did not boast that he had read the per-
secuted volume, Professor Brander
Matthews atood aloof from the remn-
strance, remarking auspiclously, though

| Wallace. For, he adds, “Ben-Eus'#l

with an anexpected hint of impishanes,
thet thers iz no danger here In the
United States that sny trus work of
art will ever be suppressed. We gnam
to recall that Professor Matthews ulso
had not read the book.
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All of us are glad that “Jurgen® ls
again at liberty—even those of us who
have inventoried our cople of & as
worth $30 each. Now they will b
available &t $2.50 or less [t is mel -
low, fantastic, imaginative and, ms
Judge Nott decrees, guggestive, thoagh
veiled and subtle. One wonders wiy
the eensors found it agreeabls to sup-
press it. It seems, from the report of
its Emergency Committee, to have sups
pressed itself
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But now that “Jurgeql is once more
emong us, a prospectivé best seller, it
may be news to report the patient sume
mary of its wrongs by its author, Mr
Cabell, of whom it has been said by
Theodore Dreiser that he has Deed
“robbed and wvilified by beasts whose
muddy hoofs dishonor the temple®
One of the fontastic features of the
drell affair, Mr. Cabell remarks, is that
the average complacent, muddls-headsd
and “pew-renting” American sppeam
to be inebriated to these anties by
much of the same real love of virtus
which incites some of his congensrs o
burn an unruly negro as a torch ¥
illumine his reprehension of lawlese
ness. Or to express his disfaver of i
temperance by decreeing that wise I8
too atroclous a compound to be em=
ployed for any purpose except to sym-
bolize the blood of Jesns Christ. Mn
Cabell says that it is eminentl; appro-
printe that in our national hull of
statuary, along with such world-famous
statesmen as Jacoh Collamer, 8 &
Kirkwood and Guorge L. Shoup, the -
sole representative of our art and ""
ters should to-day be General lew

really the perfected expression of
American idesls in literatore. He i
to think that, judged by these

ean ideals, “Jurgen” shounld mm
decreed offensive, lascivigus, lewd and
indecent.
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What will Mr. Caball’s emotion be
now that his “Jurgen” has been
the martyr-hero of American
lettres? We hope that he may be ree- -
onciled to that humiliation by the rich-
ness of his royalties. Something h!!‘l. :
us that sueh calamities as “Jurgen”
may wreak upon the prevalant chaslity -
and good behavior will be us naght .
compared to the delight which ﬂi.}!‘_
stic, veiled and subtle (though  Httie
behind-the-barn) suggestiveness S
afford to us who are safo and sophistis
cated. e bl

Senator Straus on the Campaign
To the Editer of The Tribuns.

8ir: While many people ars eom-
menting on the fact that the eampaign
this year fs not based on any sharply
drawn party issues, I think that we
should be proud of the fact that it is
f campaign in which people are
thoughtfully discussing those ques-
tions which should be the bagis of the
problems of our atate government; that
is, economieal and officiant government,

It 18 certainly an encouraging indi- |

cation of the continually broadening
interest taken by a large number of
the citizens of our stute to-day that
the eppeal made by the candidates of
both parties at this election is on the
record of effieiency and economy in ths
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business of government. Year by year
the problems confronting the Legls
Vit N 1

lature are to & Jess degree political and

partlsan, to g greater degree gconomic
and social. The development of com-
merce and ind :
of methods of marketing foodstuffs,
the betterment of housing snd trana-
Ppertation conditions, and, ahove all, the
safoguarding of the public health, are
questions that sre to-day 1g the
Em caraful and thoughtful ecnsiders.
on, ™ P

ke administration of gowa
an unbinsed snd far-sighted considera-
tion of those probloms.
spcial welfare of all, i

. NATHAN STRAUS JR.
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‘term with no seate for 1525
according to James C. Daris,
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